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Iy. THE TITLE DEEDS OF THE
TUDENTS fumiliar with the rep-
resentative literature of Freema-

sonry unhesitatingly give William
James Hughan the greatest possible
eredit for his able and fruitful labors
on the “Old Charges”” This term is
deseriptive of the manuseript docu-
ments upon which the early post-1717
historical treatises of Freemasonry
are based, such us the account in
Anderson’s New Book of Constitutions,
~ (1738) which in itself was copied and
gaenpied until a more eritical school of
Masonic writers rose about 1860.
. Of all the writers on the Old

Charges, Hughan of England is easily
" {he foremost. Blessed with time and
avility, as well as independent means,
he devoied his life to Masonic re-
seurch, sveeializing on the old docu-
ments which have heen well termed
the title deeds of the Fraternity. He
was ably seconded in later years by
Wilhelm Begemann of Germany; since
the death of these capable brethren,
(and their assoclates, Gould, Rylands,
and Speth), the work has been car-
yvied on by later members of Quatuor
Corenzti Lodge, among whom Broth-
ors Roderick H. Baxter, Tionel Vibert
and the Rev. Herbert Poole are de-
gerving of special mention.

When Hughan wrote The Oid
Churges of British Freemasons (first
edition 1872), about twenty of them
 were known; in 1895, when a new and
eplarged edition of the same work was
published, sixty-five had been discov-
gred. Today there ave approximately
pinety copies extant, with ten more
reeorded as ‘‘missing manuscripts.”
They range in date from the oldest,

CRAFT: THE “OLD CHARGES.

the Regius (Halliwell) MS., circa 1390,
to the Tunnah MS, of 1828,

Nature of the Documents

Wrilten on parchment and also on
paper, the Old Charges vary in form
and size. Some are bound like books;
others are in rolls, the sheets form-
ing them having heen sewn end to
end; they extend to eight feet and
more when fully unrolled. Facsimiles
of a number of the choicest specimens
have been made by Quatuor Coronati
Lodge No. 2076 of London, available
in six volumes of Masonic Reprints, or
as the work is better known, Quatuor
Coronatorum Antigrapha. Tive of the
old rolls have also been executed on
Japan paper, and arve faithful copies in
size, form, color and text of the origi-

nals. A set of these iz available for
refevence at the Jowa Masonie Li-
brary.

Generally speaking, the Old Charges
consist of three parts. The first is
usually an opening prayer or invocu-
tion; the second, a “history” of the
Craft, entirely legendary and to be s0
regarded; the third, text dealing with
the duties of Masons, as set forth in
statutes, regulations and admonilions.

A typical invoeation is the one in
the Grand Lodege MS., A. D, 1632:

The Mighie of the Father of Heuven and
yir wysdome of ye glorious Sonne through
ve grace and ye goodness of ye holy
ghost ¥t bee iliree pgons in one God, be
wh us at or beginning and glve us grace

g0 a8 to povene us here in or lyving that
wee may eome (o hie bliss that never shall
linve cruling, Amen,

Following the invocation (missing
from some of the versions), the fext
goes on with an historical aecount of






