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Visitors divide themselves into the same two classes 
pretty much. In the latter group are schools, classes, 
clubs, and individuals. Items are added to the Museum 
rather slowly, but even now our two museum rooms 
are too small to hold all our donations we would like 
to display. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

The answering of correspondence ranges from light 
and simple complying with requests for books, to 

\ heavy and detailed answering a question involving 
considerable research. The number of individual let­
ters answered (averaging about one and a half per day) 
doesn't seem like a very big load, but in time con­
swnption it is a different story. Some requests are 
denied due to time involved in preparing the answers 
and the individual is encouraged to visit our facilities 
and do the research as it pleases him. 

VISITORS 

Our visitors, running into the thousands each year, 
are not only desirous of seeing our building, but in 
nead y every case they want to learn something about 
our Library. Since it is a specialized repository, it is 
unique and most visitors are proud to say they have 
visited a world-famous landmark of Iowa Masonrv. 

J 

This abbreviated review of our Library is an attempt 
to keep pace with periodic reviews that have been 

written about the Library in the past. The lustre of 
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Iowa Masonry, through this peer less Masonic Library, 

has been kept bright, and Masonic khowledge has been 

continuously spread abroad in the land. The work 

must go on and the Library must play its part in 

keeping Masonry alive and vital. 



Chapter XXIX 

CENTENNIAL OF THE GRAND LODGE 

The Grand Lodge of Iowa planned for several years 

the observance of its one hundredth birthday in June, 

1944. There were 35 distinguished guests assembled 
in the Grand Lodge on June 13. Their residences 
ranged from New York and New Jersey in the East 
to California in the West and from Ontario and Mani­

toba in Canada on the North to Louisiana in the South. 
There were also present representatives from the Grand 

Bodies of the Scottish Rite and the York Rite in Iowa. 
Even with the wartime restrictions on travel, Grand 
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Master C. D. Jory traveled extensively in Iowa and 

visited the Grand Lodges of Missouri, Illinois, Minne­

sota, Michigan, and Nebraska. 

The net gain in membership in 1943 was 1,909, and 

the net membership on January I, 1944, was 69,444. 
The Masonic Service Committee reported the Cen­

tennial of the Grand Lodge being celebrated in the 

lodges. 

CENTENNIAL OBSERVANCE 

While it was long planned that this Annual Com­

munication of the Grand Lodge should fittingly cele­

brate the looth anniversary of its organization, the 

Committee believed the individual lodges should them­

selves commemorate this centennial, especially since not 

over ten percent of the membership could be expected 

to attend Grand Lodge. 

Accordingly, the Grand Master by Proclamation 

directed the lodges to assemble for this purpose in 

their respective halls or Temples on the evening of 

April 20. The Service Committee prepared and sent 

out a brief program, furnished publicity., and arranged 

with four broadcasting stations to carry an address by 

the Grand Master between 9 and 9:30 o'clock, and 

secured the exceptionally fine Cedar Rapids Masonic 

Chorus of twenty voices to sing just prior to and im­

mediately after the Grand .Master's address. At the 

request of the. Committee, Brother P. B. Cleaves, 
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P./.G. W., of Cherokee, prepared an historical sketch 

of the early days of Masonry in Iowa; this was printed 

and furnished each lodge to be read as a part of the 

preliminary program. 
The broadcast was directly from the lodge room in 

Cedar Rapids, the three local lodges Crescent, Mount 
Het'mon, and Mizpah - opening jointly. Reports from 
all over the state indicate the whole aDair to be an out~ 
standing success and worthy of the purpose for which 
the brethren assembled. In a few instances radio re­
ception was not entirely clear, but generally it was said 
to be excellent, Three hundred fifty~nine lodges in 328 
meetings participated, reporting a combined attendance 
0/ 8460. Weather and road conditions in some sections 
made it impossible to hold meetings; and it is certain 
that a great number heard the broadcast in their homes. 

This year, too, the Grand Lodge came into posses­
sion of the fascinating conception of the Three Degrees 
in the form of a three-panel oil painting by Artist 
Grant Wood. The event was recorded as follows: 

THE GRANT WOOD PAINTING 

In April of this year the Grand Lodge became the 
fortunate possessor of a mural painting by Grant Wood, 
an Iowa artist who, prt'or to his untimely death two 
'years ago, had gained nation-wide fame. His name is 
a familiar one to thousands of art lovers, and the prices 

his paintings bring today would have seemed incredible 

to him in his early years of poverty and struggle. 
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The subiect of this particular painting is "The First 

Degrees of Freemasonry," and is wholly symbolical. 

It was done early in his career about 192[- at the 

instance of George L. Schoonover, Grand Master in 

1918-19, who has been its owner until its recent trans­

fer. We speak of it in this report for the reason that 

the Service Committee was in part instrumental in the 

matter. Brother RealD Ottesen, P.G.M., and the Sec­

retary of the Committee, had known of the painting 

since its execution, and were in position to negotiate for 

its purchase; the Chairman of the Committee, Brother 

B. F. Butler, P.G.T., spoke of the possibility of securing 

it to Brother Otto A. Schoitz, also of Waterloo, who 

came to Cedar Rapids, viewed the picture with genuine 

appreciation, and drew his check for the agreed sum, 

with the understanding that the ownership should im­

mediately vest in the Grand Lodge upon acceptance by 
the Trustees. 

In his letter to the Trustees, Brother Schoitz stipu­

lated as follows: UI request that the Masonic Service 

Commitiee be given initial supervision of the painting 

and of the use thereof, including reframing, exhibiting, 

locating, and securing and distributing reproductions of 

such dimensions as the Committee may consider advis­
able." 

Brother Schoitz deserves the grateful thanks of his 

brethren for this proof of his fine and generous spirit. 
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The gift may be seen during this Communication in 

the Hall of Masonry, and will thereafter be hung in 

the Iowa Masonic Library. An explanatory pamphlet 

has been prepared and is available in the Committee's 

booth downstairs. 

The report of the Committee on the Centennial 

Observance is an interesting story. 

To the Grand Lodge of Iowa: 

Your Committee on Centennial Observance - Grand 

Lodge, 1944, submits the following and final report. 

This Committee, appointed in 1939 by Grand Master 

Homer A. Benjamin, was originally composed of Fred 

G. Hansen, P.G.M., Harry M. Belt, P.G.M~, and RealfJ 

Ottesen, P.G.M., and was authorized, directed, and em­

powered to do each and all things necessary to arrange 

for and provide a program for the Annual Communica­

tion in 1944 that would fittingly and properly recognize 

and observe the Centennial Anniversary of the organi­

zation of the Grand Lodge of Iowa. 

Since the creation of this-£ommittee in 1939, changes 

in its personnel have been necessary. Due to the death 

of Brother Harry M. Belt in 1941, Edward E. Lowe, 

PIG. W., was appointed. On the removal from the 

state of Brother Lowe in 1942, Brother Glenn C. Barbe 

was appointed. On the resignation of Broiher Reale 

Ottesen, also in 1942, f. v. Gray, PIG. W., was chosen; 

and on the election of Brother Barbe to the office of 
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Junior Grand Warden in 1943, Nathan L. Hicks, 

P.S.G. W., was appointed to fill the vacancy. Brothers 

Gray and Hicks, with your chairman, have performed 

the duties and functions of the committee in making 

the final arrangements. 

T he year 1944 marks the completion of one hundred 

years of active and continuous Masonic service by the 

Grand Lodge of Iowa. It is fitting that we pause in the 

regular routine of this annual communication to cele­

brate our centennial; to honor those hardy pioneers 

who, notwithstanding the hardships, privations, and 

struggles incident to frontier life and the settlement. of 

the territory of Iowa, inspired by the lofty ideals of the 

lvlasonic Fraternity to which they had pledged alle­

giance., had the fortitude, courage, and, indomitable will 

to so organize the Grand Lodge of Iowa that Masonry 

might thrive and prosper and the influence of its prin­

dples and idealism be made useful to this growing 

western country and for the education and enlighten­

ment of its people. To each and all of them, whatever 

their names and wherever they lived, we today honor 

and memorialize them, and acknowledge the debt of 

gratitude due them for their foresight and perseverance 

and the performance of a duty well and nobly done . 

. When this committee was appointed in 1939, and for 

several years thereafter, it had visions of a great· and 

somewhat elaborate program for the centennial observ-
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ance of the birth of this Grand Lodge - a program 

rich in its simplicity and dignity and in complete har­

mony with the best traditions and high ideals of the 

Fraternity and one which would reflect the importance 

of the occasion. 

At the Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge 

in I942 in Iowa City} the birthplace of this Grand 

Lodge} was selected as its place of meeting in I944. 
The brethren of Iowa City Lodge No. 4 had long 

cherished the hope that the centennial of the Grand 

Lodge of Iowa might be observed in their city. It was 

with great joy and happiness that they learned that 

plans were being made by which their hopes were soon 

to be realized. Even then the treacherous laps had 

perpetrated their foul attack on Pearl Harbor and our 

country was at war. Your committee} and the brethren 

of Iowa City} were apprehensive and wondered what 

1944 had in store for them. Recognizing not only the 

need but the great desire of Masonry} and all true 

Masons everywhere} to lend all its strength and influ­

ence to the successful prosecution of the war in which 

we were engaged} your committee proceeded with due 

caution} realizing that the postponement} and even 

abandonment} of the centennial observance might be 

necessary. It was conceivable} too} that such events 

might} before the time arrived} be proscribed by our 

government in the interest of the war eDort. 
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That we were not denied the privilege of assembly 

this year is a source of much joy and 'satisfaction to this 

committee. But the limitations and difficulties imposed 

upon us as the war progressed were many. Some were 

surmounted and overcome} but many necessitated the 

revision of plans already made and} in some instances} 

their complete abandonment. Foreseeing the possibility 

that a change in the meeting place of the Grand Lodge 

in I944 might become necessary} the Grand Lodge at 

its Annual Communication in I943 authorized the in­

coming Grand Master with this committee to change 

the place of meeting in I944} as previously designated} 

should occasion require. 

At the meeting of this committee in Cedar Rapids on 

January 29} I944~ we learned with extreme regret that 

Iowa City Lodge NO.4 and the brethren of Iowa City 

had found it would be absolutely impossible' for them 

to be hosts to the Grand Lodge this year. The United 

States Navy} having previously located an air training 

station at the University of Iowa in Iowa City} had 

found it necessary to take over many of the facilities 

of Iowa City which were to have been made available 

to the Grand Lodge and without which our. meeting 

in Iowa City would be impossible. We realized. that 

the hopes of our brethren in Iowa City had been shat­
tered by these unexpected changes and by circumstances 
beyond their control. Your committee} too} was keenly 
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disappointed, as were, we believe, many brethren 

throughout the ;urisdiction. However, we commend 

the Masons of Iowa City for having withdrawn their 

invitation rather than attempt to entertain the Grand 

Lodge under most adverse conditions. We trust that 

at some later date the Grand Lodge may en;oy the 

privilege of meeting in Iowa City, its birthplace. 

Upon learning that Iowa City through force of cir­

cumstances had been compelled to withdraw its invita­

tion to the Grand Lodge to meet there, the brethren of 

Cedar Rapids graciously and cordially invited the Grand 

Lodge to hold its centennial in their city. This invita­

tion was immediately accepted by your Grand Master 

and this committee, and the labors of the committee 

proceeded. 

. The centennial observance of the organization of a 

great and noble order of free men is an occasion of 

great significance and importance, at which the presence 

of men distinguished by honorable and meritorious 

service in like organizations throughout the world is 

earnestly desired. Your committee, therefore, had beau­

tifully engraved invitations prepared, each properly en­

grossed, and mailed to the Grand Master and the Grand 

Secretary of all the Grand I urisdictions in the United 

States, Canada, the British Isles, Australasia, and all 

recQgnized Grand Lodges in Mexico, Central and South 

America, and to many other distinguished Masons 
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lhroughout the world. We requested their presence and 

the presence of their ladies as our guests at our centen­

nial observance. 
'*' '*' '*' 

Consideration of the program and other features in 

connection with our centennial observance became a 

task much more difficult than had been anticipated. 

The growing demands and requirements of the armed 

forces of the Untied States" the food and gasoline ration­

ing program adopted by 'our government, and the 

restrictions urged against unnecessary travel, all were 

subjects of great concern to this committee. Manpower 

and the shortage of civilian merchandise also had to be 

taken into consideration, and as a result many plans 

that had been tentatively adopted had to be revised or 

abandoned. 

Your committee had hoped to provide for distribu­

tion among the representatives and visitors attending 

this communication a souvenir, handsomely designed, 

which would be prized for many years as a memorial 

of this centennial event. Due to the fact that materials 

necessary for their manufacture were critical to th~ war 

needs and therefore unobtainable, we found it necessary 

to dispense with such a souvenir. Your committee did, 

however, provide a concise memorial history of the 

organization of the Grand Lodge, a copy of which was 

presented to all registrants. Other copies will be for-
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warded such Masons as may desire a copy and be en­

titled thereto. For the preparation of the memorial 

history we are indebted to Brothers Ernest R. Moore, 

P.G.M., Charles C. Hunt, Grand Secretary, and Earl 

B. Delzell, Deputy Grand Secretary. To each of them 

we oOer our thanks and appreciation. 

The place of meeting of this Annual Communication, 

the auditorium in the Memorial Coliseum, was engaged 

by your committee that ample room might be available 

for the brethren and for the requirements. of Grand 

Lodge. This spacious building aOords a delightful 

meeting place, and for its use we are very thankful. 

Your committee realized that the Grand Lodge of 

Iowa would, at its centennial anniversary, be, honored 

by the presence of many distinguished Masons and their 

ladies. It was highly desirable that our guests have 

opportunity to meet and fraternize with the official and 

active personnel of our Grand Lodge that they might 

become the better acquainted with Iowa and Iowa 

Masonry. Your committee, therefore, provided as one 

of ,he delightful events on its program a banquet, held 

lv! onday evening precedin g the openin g of Grand 

Lodge, at the Cedar Rapids Country Club. Invitations 

were extended to our distinguished visitors, the officers, 

committeemen, and all permanent members of the 

Grand Lodge of Iowa and their ladies. 

Through the courtesy of our brethren of Cedar 
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Rapids, automobiles were provided to convey all guests 

to and from the Country Club. Rationing of gasoline 

made the task somewhat difficult, but the assignment 

was accomplished with much credit due the brethren 

of our host city. 

The large banquet hall of the club, beautiful and 

complete in its appointments, had been prepared with 

thoughtful skill and care. Tables were perfectly ar­

ranged and decorated with red roses and ivy. Crystal 

ornaments and candelabra enhanced the beauty of the 

setting. 

* * * 
PROGRAM 

Grand Master Clifford D. lory, Presiding 

Solo . ....................... . Mr. Norman Emerson 

Greetings from Masonic Ancestors 

Grand Lodge of North Carolina . .............. . 

· .................... /. Edward Allen, P.G.M. 

Grand Lodge of T ennes.see ... . . . A Message 

Grand Lodge of Missouri. . ........... . 

· ........... William F. Woodruff, Grand Master 

Greetings from Masonic Posterity 

Grand Lodge of North Dakota ............... . 

· ............ . Reinhart Gilbertsen, Grand Master 

Grand Lodge of South Dakota . ............... . 

"'" " ",' " "" .,' . Herman Chapman P.G.M. 
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Duet . ..................... Mrs. T. Hubert DeWees 

and Mr. Norman Emerson 

Address . ........ E. G. Williams, Past Grand Chaplain 

In preparing the program for this occasion, your com­

mittee desired to afford opportunity to representatives 

of our ancestral and descendant Grand Lodges to address 

the Masons of Iowa, their invited guests, and ladies on 

this our one hundredth birthday. The response was 

most gratifying and we listened with pride to tributes 

complimenting the Grand Lodge of Iowa and Iowa 

Masonry for its splendid accomplishments and progress. 

To complete our speaking program and in order to 

present to our many visitors Iowa's concept of Masonry, 

its purposes and objectives, your committee invited 

Brother E. G. Williams of Los Angeles, California, 

Past Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, to 

deliver the principal address of the evening. Gifted in 

the art of public speaking, his address was masterful in 

its conception and presentation and was most enthusi­

astically received. It was a gem of literary perfection, 

an3 Brother Williams was highly complimented by 

his distinguished audience. To Brother Williams we 

extend the thanks of an appreciative and grateful com­

mittee. 

Following the selection of Iowa City, in 1942, as the 

meetin g place for our centennial observance, your com­

mittee invited the brethren of Iowa City Lodge NO.4 
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to prepare a pageant or dramatization of the early his­

tory of Masonry in Iowa and the formation of the 

Grand Lodge of Iowa. This invitation was accepted. 

Notwithstanding the fact that a change in meeting 

place became necessary, the good brethren of Iowa City 

Lodge graciously consented to complete their prepara­

tions of such a dramatization and present it for the 

enjoyment and enlightenment of the brethren attending 

our annual communication. Your committee designated 

Tuesday evening, June 13, 1944, as the time, and the 

Scottish Rite Temple, Cedar Rapids, as the place for 

its presentation. 

"The Builders," a centennial play honoring Iowa 

A1 asonry, was written and directed by Brother Marcus 

Bach, Professor in the School of Religion at the State 

University of Iowa. The story centers around two char­

acters that were important in early Iowa Masonic his­

tory - Brothers William Reynolds and James R. Hart­

sock, during which time the Iowa City of I844 served 

as the locale. 

This play was received with great interest. Well pre­

pared and arranged and dramatically presented~ it 

afforded an evening of intellectual interest and enjoy­

ment. 

Your committee is deeply indebted to Brother Marcus 

Bach and all those who assisted in the production and 
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presentation of {{The Builders," and to them we extend 

our thanks and grateful appreciation. 

Since that time back in [939 when this committee 

was first conceived and appointed, it was the earnest 

desire of the committee that one event be included in 

the program that would be outstanding and long remain 

in memory as the feature event in the entertainment of 

the brethren attending the centennial anniversary. We 

had envisioned a sumptuous banquet attended by all 

the officers, representatives, and permanent members 

of the Grand Lodge, and the distinguished Masons 

favoring us with their presence. Speakers of renown 

were to be invited and a diversified program of music 

and entertainment provided. The demands of war, the 

resulting rationing programs, and the manpower situa­

tlOn all contrived to defeat our plans, and our cherished 

hopes were frustrated. 

Your committee, however, engaged the Iowa Theatre 

for the evening of June [4 and invited all Master Masons 

and their ladies to be the guests of the Grand Lodge of 

Iowa and enjoy a program of high class entertainment 

which had been provided. A theater filled to capacity 

greeted· the performers, and all present spent a most 

enjoyable and pleasant evening. 

Your committee was delighted by the presence of the 

large number of ladies visiting Cedar Rapids during the 

days of our communication. That they might be prop-
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erly received and welcomed we enlisted the assistance 

of the ladies of the Eastern Star and to them assigned 

the pleasant iask of entertaining our lady guests. Lunch­

eons and entertainment were provided, and our visiting 

ladies were profuse in their expressions of thanks and 

appreciation for the many courtesies shown them. We 

were happy to have had them with us and trust they 

will soon visit us again. To Mrs. Gertrude Anderson, 

Worthy Matron of Malta Chapter, and Mrs. Sarah 

Ainsworth , Worthy Matron· of Cedar Chapter of the 

Order of Eastern Star, and· to the ladies of the local 

chapters of the Eastern Star who assisted so graciously 

we extend our thanks for assuming a task not easily 

performed by your committee. 

Heretofore the Grand Lodge has made funds avail­

able to this committee with which to defray the ex­

pense of the centennial observance. It is the opinion of 

this committee that additional funds will be required to 

fully discharge financial obligations incurred. We there­

fore request and recommend that a further appropria­

tion of $3,000 be made and that any unexpended funds 

be returned to the General Fund. 

WHAT DID IT COST? 

Over a period of five years, 1941-44, the Grand Lodge 
appropriated $10,500 with which to observe this historic 
event in the history of the Grand Lodge of Iowa. 

The records reveal expenditures were as follows; 
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Committee Meetings ...................... $ 198.22 
Invitations and Announcements. . . . . . . . . . . . 558.45 
Souvenier History ........................ 1,898.02 
Badges .................................. 418.48 
Hall of Masonry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 337.19 
Entertainment of Guests . . . . . . . . . . 3,585.63 
Miscellanoeus Items ................ 537.19 

$7,533.18 



• 
Chapter XXX 

EPILOGUE 

My wish for Iowa Masonry relative to this brief 
History is that its members read it for just what it is 
- a record of Grand Masters and some events arbi­

trarily selected that have affected the course of Masonry 

in this Grand Jurisdiction during the years 1939 to 
1969. Anyone of you readers might have selected 
other events, but we would have to agree on the Grand 
Masters mentioned. 

In 1965, Grand Master Dorsey Andrews reviewed 
my qualifications for writing this History. I did pos-
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sess a Masonic heritage. My father was a member for 

15 years before I became a member and he was privi­

leged to enjoy Masonic fellowship for another ten 

years before his untimely death at age 60. 
I was raised in Mound City Lodge No. 294 at 

Mound City, Missouri, March 3, 1925. On October 9, 
1934, I demitted from there to affiliate with Hannibal 

Lodge No. 188 at Hannibal, Missouri, and served that 

lodge as Senior Deacon and Junior Warden in 1936 and 

1937, respectively. Since I was in school work, change 

of residence was somewhat frequent and in 1944 I came 

to Iowa. On January 15, 1948, I affiliated with Warren 

Lodge No. 53 at Indianola. On February I, 1950, I 

joined the staff at the Grand Lodge Office and demitted 

to Mount Hermon Lodge No. 263 at Cedar Rapids on 

September I I, 1950, serving that lodge as Master in 

1958. 
To start the Grand Lodge year of 1953-54, Grand 

Secretary Delzell named me as D~puty Grand Secre­

tary. On May 28, 1959, Brother Delzell chose to take 

his retirement and Grand Master C. Dale Cox ap­

pointed me Grand Secretary to fill the unexpired term. 

I was regularly elected in September, 1959, and have 

appreciated the ten succeeding elections. My plan is 

to retire on February 28, 1970. 

Over the 20 years of my employment in the Grand 

Secretary's Office, I have been closely associated with 
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2 I Grand Masters - full terms of 19 and partial terms 

of two. 

During these 20 years the membership has gone from 

89,658 on January I, 1950, to a high of 95,155 on 
January I, 1957, then in the next dozen years it skidded 
to a loss of over 10,000 members. 

This has been a most rewarding work and the most 

gratifying compensation is the friend,s we have made. 

Masonry has been a profo~nd inspiration to me, and 

like its effect on many others, I'm a better man for my 

Masonic experience. My sincere utterance, in exultation 

to all, is that any Mason just can't live long enough to 

repay the Masonic Fraternity for what it has done for 

him, either directly or indirectly. 

RALPH E. WHIPPLE 




